p5                                The Boy I Left Behind Me

from which presently I found much food for reflection.
Some readers may recall my Boarding-House Geometry, in
which was laid down the axiom that all Boarding-Houses
are the same Boarding-House^ and the postulate that a bee
line may be made from any one boarding-house to any other
boarding-house. No doubt the origin of those truths
reaches back as far as Strathroy.

When I duly found a boarding-house (across the lapse
of years I quite forget it and where it was) and had
entered the Teachers' School next day I found it easy
beyond words after the hard study to which I was habitu-
ated. The little group of teachers-in-training moved
about the school, listened to sample lessons (in no wise
different from the lessons and classes we had all taken
for years) and presently were entitled to stand up and
"take the class" themselves under the supervision of
the teacher.

In doing this I learned on the side a lesson on how
not to be funny, or the misuse of a sense of humour,
which lasted me all my life and echoed back to me in a
strange way nearly thirty years later. The principal
of the Strathroy Collegiate was Mr. James Wetherell,
the well-beloved "Jimmy*5 Wetherell whose memory
is still dear to the heart of a thousand pupils. He
seemed to us old at the time, as all adult people do to
the eyes of eighteen, but he must have been relatively
young, for he lived on and on, still in harness when the
Great War came, and died at a ripe age later. He
was a fine scholar, his chief subject, at least the one he
like best to teach, being English. But he had acquired,
as most scholars do if absorbed in their work and exulting
in the exposition of it, little tricks of speech and manner
all his own and all too easy to imitate* I had at that
time a certain natural gift of mimicry, could easily hit
off people's voices and instinctively reproduce their
gestures. So when Jimmy Wetherell, half-way through
a lesson in English, said to me most courteously^ " Now
will you take the lessoa over at that point and continue